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Watch the Moon's shadow race from Oregon to Texas on October 14, 20231 This flyover video animation chases the ‘Ring of Fire'
eclipse from 125 miles high ot speeds from 7,000 mph to 1,700 mph. Anyone with eclipse glasses inside the dark oval will see the
blazing sight of the Sun appearing as a slender brilliant ring

if you could design an eclipse path that maximizes the number of national parks in its path, this is it! See the eclipse fly over Crater Loke
National Park, Great Basin National Pork, and others in the Four Corners region. The archeo-astronomical site at Chaco Canyen is
ideally situated for o dramatic eclipse. In Texas, the path of this eclipse intersects the path of the April 8, 2024 total solar eclipse in the
San Antonio region.
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*D Historical Weather Data
Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness Monthly Climate Averages
<312 Month Climate Scroll FOC
Month August September October November December

Avg. Temperatures 5°F Hi 87°F Lo 64°F Hi 80°F Lo 57°F Hi 66°F Lo 43°F Hi 53°F Lo 32°F Hi 41°F Lo 23°F

Avg. Wind Speed 7 mph 7 mph 7 mph 6 mph 6 mph
Avg. Precipitation 0.8in 1.4in 0.8in 0.7in 1.2in
Average Humidity 37% 37% 40% 47% 63%
Avg. Cloud Cover 15% 15% 13% 16% 279
Pressure Average 30.0in 300in 30.0in 30.1in 30.1in
Average Dry Days 28 26 28 27 23
Avg. Precip. Days 3 4 3 3 5
Avg. Snow Days 0 0 0 0 3
Average Fog Days 0 0 0 0 0
Average UV Index 6 5 3 2 2
Avg. Hours of Sun 336 312 323 301 259
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https://www.thewave.info/BistiBadlandsCode/Map.html

"The Bisti Badlands

The Bisti Badlands is one of the most scenic areas in the west, and the best in New Mexico. It is a
magical place to visit. It is the western part of the 38,305-acre Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness and is in the
Four Corners area. It is less than an hour south of Farmington, NM, or 3 hours from Albuquerque. Bisti is
pronounced (Bis-tie). Fall is the best time to visit. If you go in the summer, bring a lot of water. Spring is
the windy season in the southwest, and sandstorms are common. The Bisti / De-Na-Zin average
elevation is 6,300 feet, so that winters will be cold. Fall days are pleasant, and days are shorter. Strong
hikers can be out at both sunrise and sunset. The access road to the Bisti is gravel, so the parking area is
accessible after rain. However, the clay-based soil would be difficult to hike after a rain.

There are two main washes in the Bisti. Both run east to west, with west being downstream. The
northern wash is named Hunter Wash, and the southern is named Bisti Wash. The main parking area
provides access to Bisti wash, so you should start here for your first trip to the Bisti. You are likely to see
other people in Bisti wash. This will give comfort if you are unsure of your navigation skills. The northern
wash gets far fewer visitors but provides the shortest route to the northern sections of the badlands.

There are no hiking trails in the Bisti. If you stay in the main washes and get lost, you can always find
your way back to your car by following the washes downstream (west) till you hit the road. Then just
walk along the road till you get to your car. If you go into the hills on either side of Bisti wash, you can
easily get lost. Being in the hills is like being in a maze; there are many dead ends, and you can easily
lose your sense of direction. If you plan to explore the hills, bring a GPS and mark the location of your
car and where you left the main wash.

If you're without a GPS, | suggest you stay in Bisti wash. There are plenty of great photo opportunities,
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such as the "Cracked Eggs" and the "Rock Garden". If you explore the hills the area near the "Bisti
Wings" is highly photogenic, with many compositions possible. You can also cross over into Hunter Wash
from The Wings. Petrified Cove is also photogenic and contains long petrified logs and a rarely visited
arch.

Several days are needed to explore the Bisti. You cannot get to all the best locations in The Bisti in good
light in one day.

If you only have one day, | suggest you begin an hour before dawn with a two-mile hike to the "Rock
Garden" section. You'll need a flashlight. The "Rock Garden" lights up beautifully at sunrise. You can also
get excellent pictures during the "Blue Hour" - the half hour before sunrise or after sunset. During the
Blue Hour the soft shadows and the mudstone pick up a beautiful blue-gray color. After an hour or so at
the Rock Garden visit the "Elegant Hoodoo" and the "Alien Woman" section.

After exploring the Rock Garden, enter the hills to see The Wings. The Wings are spectacular at dusk and
dawn and even at night. When you visit The Wings do not just capture them from a distance, get up
close and personal. It is easy to find a route down into the wash between The Wings Overlook and The
Wings. Once in the wash, you can climb up to The Wings from their northeast side. On the way to the
Bisti Wings, you will pass many other good photo ops, including Red Rock Garden, The Pedestals, and
The Manta Ray. A few hours before sunset, cross to the south side of Bisti wash. Explore the southern
side of Bisti wash, starting in the east with the Petrified Cove area looking for fossils and petrified wood.
Do not remove any fossils or petrified wood. End your day at sunset with the "Cracked Eggs". Cracked
Eggs is also a good Blue Hour or even nighttime shoot, and you will probably see other photographers
there."
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1 Background info on Bisti Badlands Wilderness NM
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The Bisti Badlands is one of the most scenic areas in the west, and the best in New Mexico. Itis a
magical place to visit. It is the western part of the 38,305-acre Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness and is in the
Four Corners area. It is less than an hour south of Farmington, NM, or 3 hours from Albuquerque. Bisti is
pronounced (Bis-tie). Fall is the best time to visit. If you go in the summer, bring a lot of water. Spring is
the windy season in the southwest, and sandstorms are common. The Bisti / De-Na-Zin average
elevation is 6,300 feet, so that winters will be cold. Fall days are pleasant, and days are shorter. Strong
hikers can be out at both sunrise and sunset. The access road to the Bisti is gravel, so the parking area is
accessible after rain. However, the clay-based soil would be difficult to hike after a rain.

There are two main washes in the Bisti. Both run east to west, with west being downstream. The
northern wash is named Hunter Wash, and the southern is named Bisti Wash. The main parking area
provides access to Bisti wash, so you should start here for your first trip to the Bisti. You are likely to see
other people in Bisti wash. This will give comfort if you are unsure of your navigation skills. The northern
wash gets far fewer visitors but provides the shortest route to the northern sections of the badlands.

There are no hiking trails in the Bisti. If you stay in the main washes and get lost, you can always find
your way back to your car by following the washes downstream (west) till you hit the road. Then just
walk along the road till you get to your car. If you go into the hills on either side of Bisti wash, you can
easily get lost. Being in the hills is like being in a maze; there are many dead ends, and you can easily
lose your sense of direction. If you plan to explore the hills, bring a GPS and mark the location of your
car and where you left the main wash.

If you're without a GPS, | suggest you stay in Bisti wash. There are plenty of great photo opportunities,
such as the "Cracked Eggs" and the "Rock Garden". If you explore the hills the area near the "Bisti
Wings" is highly photogenic, with many compositions possible. You can also cross over into Hunter Wash
from The Wings. Petrified Cove is also photogenic and contains long petrified logs and a rarely visited
arch.

Several days are needed to explore the Bisti. You cannot get to all the best locations in The Bisti in good
light in one day.

If you only have one day, | suggest you begin an hour before dawn with a two-mile hike to the "Rock
Garden" section. You'll need a flashlight. The "Rock Garden" lights up beautifully at sunrise. You can also
get excellent pictures during the "Blue Hour" - the half hour before sunrise or after sunset. During the
Blue Hour the soft shadows and the mudstone pick up a beautiful blue-gray color. After an hour or so at
the Rock Garden visit the "Elegant Hoodoo" and the "Alien Woman" section.

After exploring the Rock Garden, enter the hills to see The Wings. The Wings are spectacular at dusk and
dawn and even at night. When you visit The Wings do not just capture them from a distance, get up
close and personal. It is easy to find a route down into the wash between The Wings Overlook and The
Wings. Once in the wash, you can climb up to The Wings from their northeast side. On the way to the
Bisti Wings, you will pass many other good photo ops, including Red Rock Garden, The Pedestals, and
The Manta Ray. A few hours before sunset, cross to the south side of Bisti wash. Explore the southern
side of Bisti wash, starting in the east with the Petrified Cove area looking for fossils and petrified wood.
Do not remove any fossils or petrified wood. End your day at sunset with the "Cracked Eggs". Cracked
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Eggs is also a good Blue Hour or even nighttime shoot, and you will probably see other photographers
there.
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Maps and Directions

There is no formal parking area for the northern (Hunter) wash, and the BLM Site does not even
mention parking there. | have indicated a possible area to park on the map below. A high-clearance
vehicle is recommended. Parking at Hunter Wash provides the shortest and easiest access to The
Wings, a bit over one mile over flat terrain. Hunter Wash itself is not as attractive as Alamo Wash.

For access to the Bisti Wash section, go 36.5 miles south of Farmington on NM 371 till you get to
road 7297 signed for the Bisti Badlands. Make a left (East) turn on this good gravel road. Four-wheel
drive or high clearance vehicles are not needed for this good road. Proceed two miles to the junction
and make a left, then go about one more mile to the parking area on the right side of the road.
There is no water or facilities other than a restroom at the parking area. You can camp at either the
parking area or within the Bisti itself. I've also noticed RV's camped at pullouts on both sides of the
road to Bisti's main parking. No wood fires are allowed. Please do not trespass on signed or fenced
private property.

There is a second small parking area just past the main parking area. Depending on conditions, you
may need a 4x4 to get to it. Just past the main parking cross the signed wash and continue 0.2 miles
to parking on the right.

Bisti Badlands - This map contains driving directions and locations of many photogenic features in
the Bisti / De-Na-Zin Wilderness. 249,876 views; Published on April 28
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Hike from the South Parking Lot to Three Wings, with view of Bisti Rock Garden, Paint Pallet Hoodoo
and Egg Hatchery
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| fear lots in this map are out of reach for me, as an easy hike
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